The Northwest Ordinance of 1787, which created the region in question, is notable for its ban on slavery, though many white settlers who relocated there brought with them their bondspeople due to a lack of enforcement or legal exemptions. This did not deter the 63,000
African-Americans, well more than the threshold of 60,000 required for statehood, who relocated to the future states of Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois, and Indiana at the turn of the 18 th century as laws for manumitted slaves displaced large numbers of freed people (3). Among these migrants were Charles and Keziah Grier, a formerly enslaved African-American couple who owned 40 acres along the Patoka and Wabash Rivers which Charles had purchased in 1815.
Charles was manumitted when his ownership passed to a preacher, while Keziah was brought to the territory as an enslaved woman from South Carolina. The book's nine chapters are filled with episodes concerning the Griers and others like them, such as the Lyles, who dealt with restrictive black codes and legal barriers to their well-being. Although this new territory beckoned many African-Americans, especially in contrast with the Louisiana Territory, the northwest was no haven. Settlers contended with legal loopholes to bondage, such as laws that prohibited slavery but allowed lifetime indenture, stipulations that complicated enslaved people's efforts to purchase their freedom, and French settlers were still allowed to own chattel. 
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